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Smart Grids: a complex but effective solution  
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Data processing models > business models  
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 The roll-out of smart metering systems calls for a collaborative 

approach of policy-makers, industry and regulators for 

consumers' benefit. 

 Successful roll-out of smart meters opens doors to win-win 

situation: 

 Security of supply through better local balancing 

 Involvement of consumers in the market (micro-generation, etc.) 

 Empowerment of consumers through demand response => savings 

 Cost-efficiencies for DSOs and suppliers and new business opportunities for third parties 

 Success depends on criteria decided largely by Member States: 

 Smart Meters functionalities (to include those benefiting also consumers, not just DSOs as 

owners/installers of smart meters) 

 Retail market competition to breed innovative solutions and lower costs 

 Commission presently receiving CBAs prepared by Member 

States 
 Assessment and benchmarking under way > Benchmarking report planned for 2013 

Successful roll-out of smart metering is key  
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Cost Benefit Analysis and planning of roll-out 
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Roll-out plans for smart electricity metering systems 
Sweden 2003 2009 Completed

Italy 2008 2011 Completed

Finland Mandated 2009 2013

Malta Mandated 2010 2013

Spain Mandated 2011 2018

Austria Mandated 2012 2019

Poland Under Discussion 2012 2020

France Mandated 2013 2018

Luxembourg Mandated ? 2018

Estonia In Planning Stage 2013 2017

Romania Under Discussion 2013 2020

Norway Mandated 2014 2017

Great Britain Mandated 2014 2019

Netherlands Mandated 2014 2020

Denmark Under Discussion ? 2020

Ireland Mandated 2015 2019
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 The roll-out calls for a collaborative approach of 

governments, industry and regulators for consumer' 

benefits. 

 More than ever, MSs might be interesting in: 

 sharing best practices and lessons learned,  

 monitoring smart metering consumer information and engagement 

programmes, and  

 finding consensus on viable options and identifying the next steps to 

empower consumers.  

 The European Commission aims to issue a DPIA Template 

by 1st quarter 2013 and a benchmarking report during 2013 

on the roll-out of smart metering in the EU.  Main 

conclusions to be presented at the next Forum. 

7 

Final remarks 
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Thank you for your attention! 


